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         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced today that the House of Representatives has approved $400,000 in funding for the Center for Ecological Technology (CET), a non-profit energy and resource conservation and waste management organization serving western Massachusetts.

         "Our ability to support sustainable, clean energy production is fundamental to protecting the environment and supporting a thriving economy in western Massachusetts," Olver said. "CET is taking the initiative to organize and educate the public and promote cleaner energy options. I will continue my efforts to secure federal resources to allow CET to continue this important work."

         The funding was included in the Energy and Water Appropriations conference report for fiscal year 2004. The conference report was approved by the House yesterday. Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and secured the funding in the bill.

         CET will use the $400,000 for several demonstration projects in the Berkshire County area that will illustrate new solar technologies on local family farms and cultural, non-profit and community institutions. These demonstrations will educate local residents, visitors and farmers and encourage public acceptance of renewable technologies.

         CET provides organizational, technical and educational services related to energy efficiency, renewable energy and waste management, and air and water quality. CET also provides energy efficiency services for three utility companies in western Massachusetts. CET has offices in Pittsfield, Northampton and Springfield, and is funded in part by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.

         The conference report approved by the House yesterday is the reconciled version of separate House and Senate Energy and Water Appropriations bills negotiated by a conference committee of members of both chambers. After the Senate considers the conference report, the bill will then go to the President's desk for a signature.
         ###

         For further information please contact Laura Dubester, Director of the Center for Ecological Technology in Pittsfield at 413-445-4556.
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